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between them the characters of the artless and tender loved-ones;
the boisterous old gentleman of the piece was sure to be the best
acted. Melina himself thought he might come forth as chevalier;
Madam Melina, to her no small sorrow, was obliged to satisfy her-
self with personating young wives, or even affectionate mothers ;
and as in the newer plays a poet or pedant is rarely introduced,
and still more rarely for the purpose of being laughed at, the well-
known favourite of the Count was now usually transformed into
president or minister; these being commonly set forth as knaves,
and severely handled in the fifth act. Melina too, in the part of
chamberlain or the like, introduced, with great satisfaction, the
ineptitudes put into his hands by various honest Germans, accord-
ing to use and wont, in many well-accepted plays : he delighted in
these characters, because he had an opportunity of decking him-
self out in a fashionable style, and was called upon to assume the
airs of a courtier, which he conceived himself to possess in great
perfection.
It was not long till they were joined by several actors from
different quarters ; who being received without very strict exami-
nation, were also retained without very burdensome conditions.
Wilhelm had been more than once assailed with persuasions
from Melina to undertake an amateur part. This he declined;
yet he interested and occupied himself about the general cause
with great alacrity, without our new manager's acknowledging his
labours in the smallest. On the contrary, it seemed to be Melina's
opinion, that with his office he had at the same time picked up all
the necessary skill for carrying it on. In particular, the task of
curtailment formed one of his most pleasing occupations; he would
succeed in reducing any given piece down to the regular measure
of time, without the slightest respect to proprieties or propor-
tions, or any thing whatever but his watch. He met with great
encouragement; the public was very much delighted; the most
knowing inhabitants of the burgh maintained that the Prince's
theatre itself was not so well conducted as theirs.
chaptee m.
at last the time arrived when the company had to prepare
themselves for travelling, and to expect the coaches and other
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